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21st February 
SAINTS, ANGELS, GARGOYLES & GREEN MEN:  A GUIDE TO UNDERSTANDING THE ART AND 
ARCHITECTURE OF BRITAIN’S CHURCHES.  Churches are of course first and foremost religious 
buildings representing a key part of the Christian faith, but they are also extraordinary 
repositories of history, genealogy, archaeology, religious symbolism, architecture and art.   In 
this lecture we will be looking at the many different designs and decorations of churches, why 
they are built in the way they are; how they catered for the needs of the communities they 
served; the meaning and symbolism of some of the images found inside and out and how those 
images were affected by the changes of religious worship across the centuries.  GERI 
 
28th February 
FIFTY SHADES OF ... BLUE.   Beginning with the almost total absence of blue from ancient 
Western art and language, the story moves to medieval Europe. As people began to associate 
blue with the Virgin Mary, the colour entered the Church despite the efforts of chromophobic 
prelates. Blue was reborn as a royal colour in the twelfth century and functioned as a 
formidable political and military force through the French Revolution. As blue triumphed in the 
modern era, new shades were created, and blue became the colour of romance. Finally, into 
contemporary times, when military clothing gave way to the everyday uniform of blue jeans, 
and blue became the universal and unifying colour of the Earth as seen from space. Discover 
how artists have used this primary colour to communicate.  JENI 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7thMarch 
THE HISTORY AND ART OF PHOTOGRAPHY FROM CAMERA OBSCURA TO HOLLYWOOD 
GLAMOUR PORTRAITS.  The history of photography has roots in remote antiquity with the 
discovery of two critical principles, that of the camera obscura (darkened or obscured room or 
chamber) and the fact that some substances are visibly altered by exposure to light, as 
discovered by observation. As far as is known, nobody thought of bringing these two 
phenomena together to capture camera images in permanent form until around 1800.  We will 
be looking at the earliest beginnings of photography, how it became popularised in the Victorian 
era, evolved into an art form in the early 20th century and became synonymous with 
Hollywood’s movie star glamour. GERI 
 
 
14th March 
THE BRITISH AS ART COLLECTORS -  FROM THE TUDORS TO THE PRESENT. Until the Civil War, 
British monarchs projected their image and identity through art and patronage.  As this function 
declined, the aristocracy embarked on the building of great country houses which have left such 
an indelible imprint across Britain.  With the Industrial Revolution, new wealth brought forth 
new people into the collecting arena.  Whether their money derived from canals in the north of 
England or banking in the City, this new class of wealth manifested itself in great art collections 
that were, more often than not, in London.  With the Reform Act of 1832, the powerful 
oligarchy of aristocrats that ruled Britain in the 18th century entered a slow decline.  The 19th 
century was the age of the museum and its educative and civilising mission.  The museum age 
did not dampen collecting but focussed it, and collectors identified with the desirability of 
making art available to the public.    This lecture is about the people and the objects they 
collected in context.  JENI  
 
21st March 
WHAT EXACTLY IS CELTIC ART AND WHY IS IT STILL BEING CREATED TODAY? 
The name Celts was first written down by the ancient Greeks around 500BC to 
describe peoples living across much of Europe north of the Alps.  The word still 
resonates powerfully today because it has been continually redefined to echo 
contemporary concerns over politics and identity. Richly decorated objects from 
illuminated manuscripts to exquisitely tooled jewellery have been created across 
Britain and Europe over the last 2500 years.  These objects tell the stories of the 
peoples who created and used them and how, across Britain, Europe and beyond, 
Celtic art and identities have been revived and reinvented over the centuries. JENI 
 
 
 

REMEMBER – AS THE AREA IS A CHARITY, ALL AREA EVENTS 
ARE OPEN TO ALL AND NOT JUST MEMBERS OF THE ARTS 

SOCIETY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


